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	To be filled by Product Certification Bodies (PCB)

	NAME OF PCB
	
	ACCREDITATION NO. 
(for MAURITAS accredited PCB)
	

	ADDRESS
	
	DATE OF SUBMISSION (By PCB)
	

	CONTACT PERSON
	

	NAME OF SCHEME OWNER (CB OR OWNER BY OTHER INDEPENDENT BODIES):
	

	TITLE OF NEW SCHEME
	

	CATEGORIES OF PRODUCT CERTIFICATION SCHEMES
(PLEASE TICK)

	I. [image: image1.png]Internationally known Product Certification Schemes which are owned by independent bodies (scheme owners) and are operated at a global level by various PCBs, approved by the scheme owners directly or based on accreditation by Accreditation Bodies recognized by the scheme owners. These schemes are generally developed by the scheme owners in accordance with the principles described for example ISO/IEC 17067 for product / process certification and are operated under their control by approved (generally accredited) PCBs. e.g., GlobalGap Scheme, BRCGS Scheme
II. Product Certification Schemes embodied in regulations promulgated under the control of respective governments e.g. Organic Certification scheme

III. Product Certification Schemes developed by governmental department or operated by regulators even if voluntary e.g. Geographical Indicators scheme

IV. Product Certification Schemes developed by nongovernmental agencies in fulfillment of their organizational objectives. These could be developed by a group of industries / industry associations, purchasers, distribution / retail chains, consumers / consumer associations, trade associations etc. 

V. Product Certification Schemes which are developed and operated by CBs themselves e.g. MAURICERT scheme. 

	NAME OF APPLICATION REVIEWER
	

	NOTE 1 for PCB: The PCB shall indicate, in the 3rd column, where the requirements have been addressed in its Quality Documentation (reference to the title of the document, the relevant page number/clause number).  
NOTE 2 for PCB: This duly filled in checklist needs to be submitted along with MAURITAS Application Form F 5.01 as well as application fees. 

	NOTE 1 FOR ASSESSORS: C = Compliance    NC = Non-Compliance       NA = Not Applicable
NOTE 2 FOR APPLICATION REVIEWER: Use columns 4 and 5 to identify conformity and to record the documents/evidence checked respectively.


	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)

	Cl.
	MAURITAS A31
	QM/Procedure no/Document no with Clause no., where a particular requirement is addressed

(PCB to provide details)
	COMPLIANCE
(C/NC/NA)
	MAURITAS Application Reviewer Comments

	7
	Requirements and criteria for evaluation of suitability of the Product Certification Schemes 


	
	
	

	7.1
	General Requirements
	 
	 
	

	7.1.2a
	The scheme owner shall be a legal entity.
	 
	 
	

	7.1.2b
	The scheme owner shall have financial stability and resources required to run the Product Certification Scheme and shall be able to take on full responsibility for the objectives, the content and the integrity, validity and robustness of the scheme.
	
	
	

	7.2
	Development of Product Certification Schemes 
	
	
	

	7.2.1
	The scheme owner shall ensure that the scheme is developed by persons competent in both technical and conformity assessment aspects.

	 
	 
	

	7.2.2
	The scheme owner shall identify stakeholders and seek their opinions and participation in development of the scheme keeping balance of interest in view.
	
	
	

	7.2.3
	The scheme owner shall document the content and description of the scheme. The description shall be detailed enough to enable the PCBs to implement the same in an unambiguous and consistent manner. The scheme owner shall maintain the scheme, provide guidance when required and make arrangements to protect the confidentiality of information provided by the parties involved in the scheme. The scheme description and documents, including the criteria and process to be used in assessing conformity, shall be publicly available to all stakeholders on its website.


	
	
	

	7.3
	Operation and maintenance of the Product Certification Scheme 


	
	
	

	7.3.1
	The scheme owner shall ensure that the scheme is regularly reviewed, including confirmation that it is fulfilling its objectives, in accordance with a process that includes participation of the stakeholders. 

Kindly indicate frequency scheme is reviewed

	 
	 
	

	7.3.2
	The scheme owner shall define a process for reviewing the operation of the scheme on a periodic basis in order to confirm its validity and to identify aspects requiring improvement, taking into account feedback from stakeholders. The review shall include provisions for ensuring that the scheme requirements are being applied in a consistent manner. 


	
	
	

	7.3.3
	The scheme owner shall monitor the development of the standards and other normative documents which define the specified requirements used in the scheme. Where changes in these documents occur, the scheme owner shall have a process for making the necessary changes in the scheme, and for managing the implementation of the changes (e.g. transition period) by the PCBs, clients and, where necessary, other stakeholders.
	
	
	

	7.3.5
	Where sampling is required, the Product Certification Scheme should define when is the sampling carried out and who is permitted to undertake it.  Where applicable, the scheme should define the extent to which sampling of the product is required and on what basis such sampling is undertaken.


	
	
	

	7.4
	Requirements with respect to contents of the Product Certification Schemes


	
	
	

	7.4.1
	The Product Certification Scheme shall specify as a minimum the general aspects such as the scope of the scheme, including the description of the type of product. 


	
	
	

	7.4.4
	The requirements for Scheme Owners or PCBs involved in the Product Certification, shall not be in contradiction to the requirements of the applicable standard.
	
	
	

	7.4.5
	The methods and procedure, criteria for evaluation as well as reporting requirements shall be decided by the Scheme Owner and ensured that the same are followed by the PCBs engaged for the same, for ensuring integrity and consistency of the outcome of the process of conformity assessment.

Additional guidance / requirements with respect to time required for evaluation tasks, transfer of certificates, multisite considerations and impartiality requirements for PCBs shall be described, as applicable. 


	
	
	

	7.4.7
	The Product Certification Scheme shall describe, as applicable, other generic requirements such as:

a. information to be supplied to PCB by the applicant to certification,

b. contents of statement of conformity

c. resource competence requirements in line with the requirements of ISO/IEC 17065,

d. sampling procedures,

e. acceptance of conformity assessment results from other parties,

f. outsourcing of product certification activities,

g. reporting and use of results of determination and surveillance stages by the PCB and the Scheme Owner,

h. how nonconformities with the certification requirements are to be dealt with and resolved for the purpose of decision making,

i. surveillance procedures, as applicable,

j. information about certified clients to be made available to public,

k. general conditions for granting, maintaining, continuing, extending the scope of, reducing the scope of, suspending and withdrawing certification (this should include requirements for discontinuation of advertising and return of certification documents if the certification is withdrawn),

l. content of contracts between Scheme Owner and PCB, Scheme Owner and clients, PCB and clients, including the rights, responsibilities and liabilities of the various parties,

m. licensing and control of marks,

n. complaint handling system to be maintained by the PCB,

o. reporting to the Scheme Owners,

p. complaints and appeals to Scheme Owners and 

q. fraudulent claim of certification.


	
	
	


Scheme is suitable for accreditation and can proceed with application (please tick, as appropriate, and provide justification):


Yes

No                 If No, please provide justification  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
..............         

...............................................................



Date                

   Signature
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